FEDERAL ELECTICIN COMMISSION RO-2

WUASHIMG TOM, D.C. J0461

Charleta B. Tavarss, Treasurer WwR -5 9T
Ohio Democratic Party Federal
Campaign Account
37 West Broad Street, Suite 430
Columbus, OH 43215

Identification Mumber: COHIGR9D
Reference: Oetober Quarterly Report (7/1/96-9/20/96)
Dear Ms. Tavares:

This letter is prompied by the Comumission's preliminary review of the report(s)
referenced above. The review raised questions concerning certain imformation contained
in the report(s). An itemization follows: ' ' :

-You must make an attempt to obtein the full name, mailing address,
occupation and pame of employer for all individuals who contribute more
than $200 in 8 calendar year. Please amend your report to include the
omitted information.

A commitice may demonstrate “best efforis” to obtain the required
information by providing the Commission with a description of its
procedures for requesting the information and may also supply a copy of a
solicitation: the committee must request the contributor information in
initial solicitations; make follow-up requests {if necessary); report the
information; and file amendments to disclose previously unreported
information. Back solicitation must include a clear and conspicuous request
" for the infortnation. If a commitiee receives a contribution that exceeds the
3200 threshold but lacks contributor information, the commitics must,
within 30 days, make an additionsl writter or oral request for the
information. © Please nots that a writien request may not imclude an
additional solicitation or material on any other subject, other than thanking
the contributor for the donation and must include & pre-addressed retarn
post card or envelope for the contributor's response.  An oral request must
be documented in writing. Committees must also disclose information that
was not provided by the contributor, but is availeble in any of the
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committee's records for that current election cycle. Furthermore, if a
committee receives contributor information after the contributions have
been reported, it must submit, with its next report, an amended memo
Schedule A listng all the contributions for which additional information
was received or file, on or before the next reporting date, emendments to
the pravious reports on which the contributions were originally digclosed. -
See 11 CFR §104.3(a)(4){i) and 11 CFR §104.7.

-Schedule A of your report {pertinent portion(s) attached) discloses 2
contribution(s) from an organization(s) which is #iot a political committee
registered with the Commission. In order for vour committee to accept
contribntions from unregistered orpanizations imto accounts used to
influence federal elections, your comumittes should take steps to insnre that
the coniributor(s) used permissible funds to make the contribution(s) to
avoid violating 2 U.S.C. §§441a(f) and 441b or 11 CFR §102.5(b). Under
11 CFR §102.5(h), organizations which are not political commitiees under
the Act and choose to coniribute to federal committees must either: 1)
establish a separate account which contains only thoss funds permitted
under the Act, or 2) demonstrate through a reasonable accounting method
that the crganization hag received sufficient funds subject to the [Imitations
and prohibitions in order to make the contribution,

It the contribution{) in question was mcompletely or incorrectly disclosed,
you shauld amend your original report with clarifyfug information. In
addition, please clarify whether the contribution(s) received from the
referenced organization{s) is permissible. To the extent that your
committes has received impermissible funds, the Commission recommends
that you transfer the impermissible Rinds to an account not wsed to
influence federal elections or refend the impermissible amount(s) to the
donar(s) in accordance with 11 CFR §103.3(b). Tn order to protect the
donor’s interests, the Commission recommends thai you inform the
contributor(s} in writing fo provide the donor(s) with the option of receiving
arefund or granting written authorization for a tremsfer to another account.

Flease inform the Commission of your corrective action immediately in
writing and provide a photocopy of your check for the transfer-out or
‘refund. Sheuld you choose o transfer-out or refund the conttibution{s), the
-Commission will presume the funds were impermissible if no statement
from your committee provides information 1o the contrary. Transfers-ont
and refunds should be disclosed on a Schedule B supporting Line 22 or 28
of the report covering the period during which the transaction was made.

' . ' .
—_——— — s me
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Although the Commission may take further legal action concerning the
acceptance of prohibited contributions, prompt action by your cornmittee in
transferring-out or refunding the amounis will be taken into consideration.

-{Jn Bchedule H3 supporting Line 18 of the Detailed Surnmary Pege, Lines
i}, i1)e), and e} for the transfer-in from the State Campaign Account do
not add up te the 918706 $130,475.55. Please amend your teport to correct
this discrepancy. 11 CER §104.10

-¥Your Schedule H3 for Line 18, Pape 11 lists a transfer of $65,87%5 from the
State Campaign Account. However, in the breakdown of transfers received,

- the amount i5 itemized as both admimistraiivervoter drive and state ballot.
Please clarify the correct category for this transfer.

-Please clarify all expenditures made for Political Adwvertising/Media,
GOTY Newspaper Ad mmd Billboard Advertising on Schedule H4. If a
portion or all of these expenditures were made on behalf of specifically
identified federal candidates, this amount should be disclosed on Schedule
B or F supporting Line 23 or 25 and include the amount, pame, address and
office songht by each candidate, 11 CFR §104.2(b)

-Schedule A supporting Line 12 discloses a transfer-in from the Democeratic
National Committee. Schedule H4 supporting Line 21(a) reflects payments
for Portage Ballot, Lake Ballot, Hamilton Baliot and Montgomery Ballot.
Payments for this rype of activity are exempt from the definition of a
contnbution or expenditure if certain conditions are met. The conditions
are that no public advertising may be used including distribution by direct
mail; all funds nzed for the activity must be permitted under the At none
of the funds used may have been designated for a particular candidate; and
finally, payments for the activity may not be made from transfers-in from
the national committse to specifically fund the activity, For further
guidance, please refer to 11 CFR §5100.7bX 13} and (17) and to the
Campaign Czide for Party Cemmitices.

Please clarify the nature of the transfers-in and subseguent payments for the
Hallotz. If the activity disclosed on your report does not meet the definition
of “sxempt” activity as described above and if any pertion of the
expenditures were made on behall of specifically identified candidates, that
amncunt must be disclosed on Schedule B or F supporting Line 23 or 25 of

the Detailed Summary Page as appropriate.

| -Un Schedule H4 supporting Linz 21({a) of the Detailed Summary Page, you
| have failed to include the porpose for the joint expenditure to Ohic VCS.
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~ Nate that the urugue identifying code for an event is not considered an
+ adequate description of purpose. Please amend your report to include this
- missing information.

-Your report includes computer produced formats of Schedules B and Hé.
Computer produced formats may only be used upon prior approval of the
Commission. You should submit 2 sepamte sample format with a cover
letter requesting approval. Until your format has been approved, FEC
forms must bz used. 11 CFR §104.2(d)

A written response or an amendment to your original report{s) correcting the above
problem(s) should be filed with the Federal Election Commission within fifteen (15) days
of the date of this letter. If you need assistance, please feel free to contact me an our
toll-free number, (800) 424-9530. My local number is (202) 219-3580.

Sincar;l}r,

Melissa Hurd

Reports Analyst
265 Reports Analysis Divizion
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